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[ƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘΧ 

ÅNSI started with a realization that the Marxist-
revolutionary Left needs to be reoriented to the 
changed times: 

 Emergent Capital under Entrenched Capitalism in a Post-
colonial Nation-State 

 Stable Bourgeois Democracy with Popular Legitimacy 

 System-Society Interface Mediated by Competitive 
Electoral Politics and by Mass Movements (economic as 
well as social-cultural) 

 Globalization of Capital in a Unipolar World of Sovereign 
Nation-States Dominated by a Declining but Sole 
Superpower 

 



[ƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘΧ 

ÅContrast with the conditions in which Left was born: 

 

 A World of Colonial Imperialism 

 Societies with Feudal, Semi-Feudal  Order 

 Largely Agrarian Economies 

 Systems with Colonial, Militarist-Authoritarian, 
Monarchical States 

 Revolutions through Predominantly Military Strategies 
Commanded by Vanguard Parties 

 



[ƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘΧ 

ÅPragmatism and Diversity of the Actually Existing 
Left: 

 Parliamentary Left ς major communist parties in the arena 
of electoral politics; mass base through trade unions, 
student organizations, social and cultural fronts etc. 

 Maoist Left ς armed struggle in the periphery; limited 
mass base in the mainstream society and polity 

 Fragmented Radical Left ς Marxist-Leninist Groups with 
limited activity and very limited mass base 

 Non-Party Left ς in radical social movements; largely 
opposed to the idea of a communist party 

 Individual Marxists of diverse kinds 



[ƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘΧ 

ÅIssues and Challenges that led to the idea of NSI: 

 

 Pragmatism helps the Left survive the day, but does not 
help navigate through the times towards its goal 

 Theory must grapple with the Present and revisit the Past 
to outline a possible and desirable Future 

 Politics must be reconfigured to intervene in the Present 
in the light of the reworked Theory 

 Colossal task for the Left to cross the valley of historical 
time; NSI to be a miniscule but significant beginning  

 



[ƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘΧ 

ÅTwo Key Realizations: 

 

 A successful revolutionary strategy against entrenched 
capitalism, which is protected by bourgeois democracy  
with popular legitimacy, is yet to be formulated 

 

 Twentieth Century Socialism was a socialism of emergency 
conditions in largely pre-capitalist countries; it cannot be 
a model for a future Socialism capable of superseding 
Capitalism 

 



[ƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘΧ 

ÅThe Manifesto: 

  Comprehends Class in a changed world 

  Reorients to the Social Dimension 

  Recognizes that Capital damages Nature and 
destabilizes ecology 

  Underlines intensive and extensive changes in the 
modus operandi of Capital 

  Contextualizes Socialism of the 20th Century 

  Envisions a Future Socialism 

  Articulates Beliefs, Aims and Objectives of NSI 



Issues at Stake for the Left 

Å In the Arena of Theory: 
 To have a robust Marxist Theory that can guide Revolutionary Practice 

while learning from it ς   

   Distil the core theory of history and of revolution from the debates, 

experiences, practices and innovations of the 20th century 

   Differentiate the contextual from the core in the 20th century experience; 
de-canonize past revolutions while learning from them what is relevant 

   Formulate revolutionary programmes against contemporary capitalism 
that is protected by bourgeois democracy with popular legitimacy 

   Work out a principled proposal for Future Socialism that is viable as well 

   Rework the concept of revolutionary agency; rethink the nature, shape 
and the role of the communist party for the coming times 



Issues at Stake for the Left 

Å In the Arena of Politics: 
 To work out an overall political strategy in accordance with the new 

framework for revolutionary programmes ς  
   New strategies for building class base and mobilizing the grass-roots under the 

conditions of contemporary capitalism ς  e.g. new trade unions to stake claims to 
participation in management and share in the surplus while fighting for 
traditional labour rights and improvements in the conditions of wage-labour; 
organizing the unorganized through cooperatives; etc. 

  Rework the relationship with social movements and modes of participation in 
the mass movements  

  Rework objectives and strategies of participating in the parliamentary politics ς 
e.g. occupy a stable left position with emphasis on enlarging the emancipatory, 
egalitarian and democratic framework of a welfare state while resisting the neo-
liberal onslaught; rework the strategies of winning elections without resorting to 
populism, gimmicks, demagoguery or strong-arm methods; etc. 

  Reclaim the high ground of culture; build movements and institutions of 
cultural emancipation; promote creativity and scientific achievements  

 
 



Issues at Stake for the NSI 

Å Self-Awareness ς what NSI is, and what it is not (what do we mean by 
ideological-political platform); to do so without being legalistic about it 

Å Context and Environment ς how it opens up at two ends and connects 
with what it is not ς i.e. (i) to link up with movements and with society at 
large, and (ii) to trigger processes to constitute the revolutionary agency 
for the new times 

Å Theory ς Intensify efforts towards gaining a robust theoretical 
understanding (of history, society, economy and politics) and prepare 
teams to articulate and communicate our positions 

Å  Politics ς  

  (i) Stand Apart, Shed Light, Be Visible 

  (ii) Resist (through critique as well as struggle) 

  (iii) Build (models, institutions, organizations) 



Issues in Theory 

A General Framework 

ÅMarxism: 

ïA Theory of History (Historical Materialism; Class-struggle) 

ïA Theory of Capitalism (Mode of Production in general) 

ïA Proposal for Socialism 

ïA Theory of Society 

ïAn Approach to Culture, Knowledge and Science 

ïA Theory of Politics 

ïA Strategy for Revolution 

[Obviously, all this cannot be covered here. We will be concerned 
with a general outline with focus on Society and Politics] 



Issues in Theory 

A General Framework 

ÅMode of Production: 

ïVarious meanings in literature; even in Marx ς technical mode 
of producing material things vs. a system of production, 
distribution, and surplus appropriation 

ïWe adopt the definition ς a system of appropriating surplus 
through production and distribution of goods and services 

ïComprises of Forces of Production and Relations of Production; 
the latter determine a mode of production 

ïForms the core of society but does not constitute the social 
totality; gives rise to a corresponding political superstructure 
but not everything in the society has to be generated by it 

 



Issues in Theory 

A General Framework 

ÅMode of Production: 
ïForces of production are part of the human world but they 

also depend on Nature (through Laws of Nature as well as 
through dependence on natural resources );  the mode opens 
to and connects with the external world of Nature through the 
forces  

ïRelations of production are social relations among groups of 
persons (classes) who are also enmeshed in other social 
relations; through relations the mode opens to and connects 
with the rest of the social world that is external to itself 

ïThe dynamics of a mode is primarily determined by the 
contradictions within the relations, but it is strongly influenced 
by the external worlds of Nature and of the rest of society 


